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SUB J : GENERAL SYSTEMS GABON 

REF: (A) USDOC 13480; (B) LIBREVILLE 1 154 

1. SIGN RECENTLY WENT UP AT SITE ACROSS FROM EMBASSY 
STATING THAT SHERATON HOTEL WOULD BE BUILT THERE BY 
GENERAL SYSTEMS GABON. EMBASSY ALSO HAD TELEX FROM 
SHERATON'S BRUSSELS OFFICE INQUIRING ABOUT STATUS OF 
PROJECT. THESE TWO FACTS PLUS INFO CONTAINED IN REF A 
LEAD EMBASSY TO BELIEVE THAT EITHER THERE IS LACK OF 
COMMUNICATION SOMEWHERE IN SHERATON ORGANIZATION, OR 
GENERAL SYSTEMS GABON USING SHERATON'S NAME WITHOUT 
THEIR KNOWLEDGE OR CONSENT. IF LATTER CASE TRUE, COULD 
PROVE TO BE EXTREMELY EMBARRASSING FOR AMERICAN 
BUSINESS POSITION IN GABON. 

2. EMBOFF TRIED TO GET MEETING WITH BERNARD PLE, HEAD 
OF GENERAL SYSTEMS GABON. IN ORDER TO OBTAIN FURTHER 
INFORMATION AND CLARIFICATION. PLE REPORTEDLY OUT OF 
TOWN, AND EMBOFF THUS MET WITH MR. SANI, CAMEROON 
CITIZEN, WHO SAID HE WAS GENERAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
OF MIAMI'S REPRESENTATIVE IN PARIS IN CHARGE OF AFRICA. 

3. SANI PROVIDED FOLLOWING "CLARIFICATION'' RE HOTEL 
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CORPORATION. GENERAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION INTERESTED 
IN GETTING AFRICANS TO INVEST IN LAND AND BUILDING 
PROJECTS IN MIAMI AREA. WHEN SANI CAME TO GABON FOR 
THIS PURPOSE, GABONESE ASKED ONLY WHY THEY SHOULD 
INVEST IN MIAMI WHEN SIMILAR DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS NEEDED 
HERE. THIS LED TO FORMATION OF GENERAL SYSTEMS GABON, 

WITH PURPOSE OF BUILDING HOTEL AND DOING OTHER PROJECTS 
WHICH WOULD SERVE AS CALLING CARD FOR GENERAL DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION IN CENTRAL AFRICA AND CONVINCE AFRICANS TO 
INVEST IN MIAMI. GENERAL SYSTEMS GABON REPORTEDLY SUB- 
SIDIARY OF GENERAL SYSTEMS FRANCE, LOCATED IN PARIS, 

WHICH IN TURN SUBSIDIARY OF GENERAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION. 
AMERICAN CITIZEN SIBRINI, WHO ACTIVE IN SETTING UP GENERAL 
SYSTEMS GABON, IS EMPLOYEE OF GENERAL SYSTEMS FRANCE. 

HOTEL WILL BE 25 STORIES, ULTRAMODERN, AND BEING 
PREFABRICATED IN U.S. SANI SAID IT NEARLY 50 PERCENT 
COMPLETED AND WILL SOON BE SHIPPED TO LIBREVILLE FOR 
FINAL ASSEMBLY. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: FOR USDOC: DETERMINE WHETHER 
GENERAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION HAS CAMEROONIAN EMPLOYEE 
IN PARIS NAMED SANI WHO RESPONSIBLE FOR AFRICA AND 
WHETHER THEY HAVE SUBSIDIARY CALLED GENERAL SYSTEMS 
FRANCE. 

5. FOR PARIS: DOES GENERAL SYSTEMS FRANCE EXIST AND, IF 
SO, DO THEY EMPLOY AMERICAN CITIZEN SIBRINI AND DO THEY 
HAVE GABONESE SUBSIDIARY. 

6. FOR BRUSSELS: CONTACT A.E. MAS, VICE PRESIDENT, 

SHERATON MANAGEMENT CORPORATION, AND DETERMINE WHAT CONTACT 
HE HAS HAD WITH EITHER GENERAL SYSTEMS GABON OR 
FRANCE REGARDING BUILDING OF SHERATON-MANAGED HOTEL IN 
LIBREVILLE. 

7. EMBASSY THANKS USDOC AND EMBASSIES PARIS AND BRUSSELS 
FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE.STEIGMAN 
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